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I have lived on the North Shore for over 25 years and truly 
appreciate all it has to offer. As a former science/tech teacher 

– now local business owner and mom to a 12-year-old son and 
6-year-old daughter – I like to explore our area for resources 
that are a little off the beaten path. Here are some fun spots for 
you and your family to check out this winter.
The Grove (1421 Milwaukee Ave., Glenview)

Rich in nature and 
history, this 145-acre site 
is truly amazing. Make the 
Interpretive Center your first 
stop. Here, knowledgeable 
volunteers and staff are 
happy to acquaint you with 
their live collection of native 
turtles, frogs, fish, snakes 
and birds. History buffs will 
enjoy the Native American 
Village with many hands-on 

activities, and experiencing 
pioneer life in the Log Cabin and One-Room Schoolhouse. 
There are always great events happening here too, like festivals, 
workshops and a vintage market. 
Abt Electronics (1200 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., Glenview)

This isn’t just a place to buy 
appliances! Abt has it all for 
an afternoon of family fun. 
There are enough snacks to 
feed you all, like free popcorn 
and freshly baked cookies on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
one of the demonstration 
kitchens. Sit down with 
your goodies to watch a movie in one of the reclining chairs, or 
visit the massive aquarium, choreographed dancing fountain, 
giant bubble maker, “audiokinetic” Mouse Trap ball machine, 
or a digital display of virtual butterflies that “land” on you. Of 
course, there are plenty of electronic gadgets for the grown-ups 
to “play” with too. 
Wilmette Pet Center (625 Green Bay Rd., Wilmette) 

Owner Dave Cozzolino and staff are so knowledgeable and 
helpful. I like bringing the kids to look, learn and touch. They 
have cats, dogs and bunnies to pet, birds to mimic you, and fish 
and reptiles too. In business since 1945, the store became the 
first 100% foster home “pet shop” in our area. As partners with 
Adopt-A-Pet Illinois, any dog or cat you find here is a rescue 
being fostered until they find a loving forever home.
Little Beans Café (430 Asbury Ave., Evanston)

If you’re a parent of little people, sometimes you want to have 
a play date with friends, but don’t want the cleaning or coffee-
making. This latest addition to the kids’ indoor play space scene 
is an awesome alternative. Very well decorated and designed 
with separate areas for little kids, big kids (and the owners of 
both), there are many different play stations, like a mini town, 
interactive tree house, Ninja Warrior obstacle with zip line, and 
a café serving treats like Intelligentsia coffee, smoothies and 
panini. 

The Cure for Cabin Fever
6 Unique Stops for Winter Family Fun
By Nancy Riddle

A purveyor of vintage and fun one-of-a-kind items, 
Winnetka resident Nancy Riddle is owner of the newly 
opened North Shore Frugal Fashionista Store. Visit her 
at 552 Lincoln Ave. or northshorefrugalfashionista.com.

Replica Native American longhouse at 
The Grove

Virtual Butterflies at Abt

Dave’s Rock Shop

Dave’s Down to Earth Rock Shop (711 Main St., Evanston)

A sort of prehistoric life 
museum, owner Dave 
Douglass has a basement 
filled with minerals and real 
dinosaur bone fossils he 
started collecting as a child. 
Many other little critters 
are “stuck” in his amber 
collection. Upstairs he has 
all kinds of semi-precious 
gemstones, artifacts, crystals 
and curiosities (including beautiful handmade jewelry) for 
sale. Rock-collecting kids will love picking out a few loose 
rocks from Dave’s selection to buy and bring home.
Lost Eras (1511 W. Howard, Chicago)

Eclectic folks will love a field trip to one of my favorite 
stores just over the border of Evanston into Rogers Park. It’s 
been around for generations. The building itself is deeply 
rooted in Chicago history as the 1920’s home of “Club 
Detour,” where Louis Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald once 
played. Inside, you’ll find great vintage, costumes, antiques 
and memorabilia (ask to see the basement of “stuff ” and 
definitely barter on prices). Tell Charlotte I sent you!


